1. Ferrets should spend most of their time in
acage.

Ferrets can live in cage quite nicely, but they need to be let
out as often as possible for play and exercise. If you can't let
them out every day, then you should not have a ferret (sorry,
try fish)

Many owners rarely use a cage and give their ferrets
complete run of the house or just several rooms. If you try
this, make sure your house is well ferret-proofed. When in
doubt, assume a ferret can and will getinto it.

Ferrets should be supervised for their own safety during play
time. Besides, that is when all the fun stuff happens.

2. Ferretsare nocturnal. They sleep all day
and wantto play all night.

Domestic ferrets are not nocturnal, and to the best of my
knowledge none of the genetic relatives of the ferret are
nocturnal.

Ferrets can sleep most of the day, like teenagers. What part
of the day is really up to the owner. Ferrets can learn a cycle.
If there is nothing better to do, they will sleep. If you let

them out of their cage and play with them, they'll play. They
will learn about what times are sleep times and about what
times are play times from you.

3. Ferrets are rodents.

Ferrets do resemble long, skinny rats. But genetically
speaking they are not rodents. Many people consider all
small mammals to be rodents... they probably never watched
much PBS when they were growing up.

Domestic Ferrets are Mustela putoris furo and part of the
weasel(mustelid) family. Their closest genetic relative is
believed to be the European Polecat.

4. Ferrets are wild and if they escape, they
will form feral colonies that will threaten
native wildlife.

Ferrets were domesticated by the Egyptians over 3000 years
ago, before they domesticated cats.

There are no documented feral populations of ferrets in the
United States. There is a well documented case of feral
domestic ferrets in New Zealand, but they tried very hard to
establish that population to counter-balance an English
rabbit problem.

Thereis a“wild” and endangered Black Footed Ferret
(BFF) in the United States. When colonists first came to the
new world, the BFF reminded them of the domestic ferret in
Europe... so they called it “a ferret”. A domestic ferretand a
Black Footed Ferret have as much in common as a
domesticated dog breed and a wolf.

5. Ferrets bite, and cannot be handled
without special gloves/equipment.

Ferrets bite often when they are young, because that is their
play behavior with the other ferrets. Humans can quickly
teach them the difference between humans and ferrets, and
which are okay to bite.

Ferrets must be handled and loved in order to learn not to
bite.

Ferrets sometimes bite when they are startled, scared, or
hurt. Abused ferrets will bite often and hard. Still, with
proper handling and love, they can learn not to bite.

In Europe, ferrets are still used for hunting. Ferreteers used
special gloves when handling their “working” ferrets.
Hunting with ferrets has been illegal in the United States
since early this century.

Graham Cooke has enlightened me as to hunting practices
with ferrets. Hunters no more use special gloves with
hunting ferrets than with hunting dogs. Hunting animals

must be specially trained. He maintains a comprehensive
page on the subject at http:/Mmww.warwick.ac.uk/~phrrv/
ferret.html

The League of Independent Ferret Enthusiasts (L.I.F.E.)
maintains a page devoted to bite statistics that compare dog
to ferrets. To sumit up, it very convincingly shows ferrets to
be much less of a threat than dogs, even taking into accoun
dog and ferret populations By all means, check it out L.I.F.E
Bites

Itis my idealistic belief that if a ferret bites viciously and
maliciously, that ferret has been or is being abused.

6. Ferretsrepresenta serious rabies vector.
There is an FDA approved rabies vaccine available

The number of verified rabies cases in ferrets are very small
and the cases of transmission of rabies from ferret to humar
are smaller. (Actual numbers are unavailable. Please send i
you have them on hand)

Typically, ferrets spend little time outside, and their window
of exposure to rabies is quite small.

Ferrets have sharp, skinny teeth and can easily puncture th
skin (if not trained), and many people see that as a serious
risk. Recent research on rabies in ferrets has turned up som
very interesting findings. Dogs and cats shed the rabies
virus in their saliva. So far, in laboratory infected research
ferrets, the virus does not appear to be shed in the saliva. If
this holds true, then ferret bites will not be able to transmit
the rabies virus.

7. Ferrets have a strong odor and stink up
your house.

All animals have distinct smells, and all humans have
different tolerances for smells.

Whole ferrets can become quite musky when they come intc
season. Having a ferret fixed is the single most effective
measure to make a ferret smell better.

A neutered male is less aggressive and less territorial,
especially in season. There will be a marked difference in
smell once he is fixed. Females must be spayed unless you







